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Section A: China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) 

Background 

Pakistan has enjoyed historic   long-term and strong relationship with China. The long-

standing ties between the two trustworthy friends have been based on mutual trust and 

benefits. A close identity of views on political and economic issues in the region makes them 

natural ally for strong relations. The warmth in Pak-China friendship can be sensed from the 

statement issued by of Xi Jinping, President of the People's Republic of China before his 

2015 visit to Pakistan, where he stated “When I was young, I heard many touching stories about 

Pakistan and the friendship between our two countries”. To name just a few, I learned that the 

Pakistani people were working hard to build their beautiful country, and that Pakistan opened an 

air corridor for China to reach out to the world and supported China in restoring its lawful seat in 

the United Nations. The stories have left me with a deep impression. I look forward to my 

upcoming state visit to Pakistan”. 

It is a Chinese dream of ‘One Belt, one road’ for the connectivity of West of China with the 

Central Asia, South Asia and Europe i.e. Eurasia through Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB) 

and Maritime Silk Road (MSR). The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and the 

Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar (BCIM) Economic Corridor are officially classified as 

"closely related to the Belt and Road Initiative.1 

History of the CPEC 

Due to the important Geo-strategic location of Pakistan, China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC) is one of the vital section of the ‘One Belt, One Road’ initiative which will benefit 

both the countries equally by making Pakistan a bridge to carve out a large economic bloc of 

about 3 billion people living in this part of the world, nearly half of the population of the 

planet. 

China conceptualized the CPEC project in the era of Pervez Musharraf government under 

the vision of ‘One Belt, One road’. The issue of its route was finalized during the government 

of Pakistan People’s Party under the leadership of President of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari. Till 

that period the project remained uncontroversial.  

                                                
1
 Vision and Actions on Jointly building Belt and Road  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xi_Jinping
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_People's_Republic_of_China
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As a result of elections In May 2013, Pakistan Muslim League – Nawaz (PML-N) came into 

power. PML-N Government followed CPEC, closely with the Chinese government. The Pak-

China Economic Corridor Secretariat was jointly inaugurated on Tuesday, 27 August, 2013 

by Federal Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan Iqbal and Zhang Xiaoping, the vice 

chairman of National Development and Reforms Commission China (NDRC), 2The  China 

Government encouraged the Chinese companies to offer loan and invest 46 Billion US $ in 

Bank Corporation), ICBC (Industrial and Commercial Bank of China Limited) etc. The 

economic corridor is mainly about cooperation in three areas, namely, transport, energy 

and industrial parks. It builds a new platform for the growth of China-Pakistan strategic 

cooperative partnership in the next five to ten years.3 

Benefits of the CPEC for Pakistan 

China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a fortune changer project for Pakistan. It is 

very beneficial for both the countries. Analysts say that China is concerned that too much of 

its trade depends on the narrow sea channel of the Strait of Malacca. In the event of a future 

war in Asia, the Strait of Malacca could be blockaded by the U.S. Navy or any other 

competing power. In such an event Pakistan would provide an alternative land route for 

Chinese trade4. To address the unrest in West China and role in regional affairs are other 

aims. This route proves about 14000 KM shorter than the Strait of Malaka. However the 

benefits for Pakistan are many folds .The multi-faceted Mega gigantic project will run through 

Pakistan at a time when no one is willing to invest in this country. The ratio of brain drain and 

capital flight is at its all-time highest. The Project will bring investment of about 15,000 billion 

Rupees, in few years. That’s about four times of the current Federal budget of the country. 

The industries, Trade zones, Motorways, Railway Tracks, LNG Terminals & Pipeline 

Projects and transmission lines of world standards will be built. The fiber optic cable will 

make the Corridor one of the latest one in the world. The problem of unemployment, low are 

no Technical knowhow, and export oriented Trade will be solved. The per capita income will 

rise to Global standards. The foreign exchange reserves will touch a new peak, which were 

never seen before. All the above said benefits and opportunities can be harnessed if the 

controversies, which are taking place due to the lack of transparent planning by the Federal 

Planning Commission, are avoided at all costs .The CPEC should benefit the whole country 

                                                
2
http://www.dawn.com/news/1038901 

3Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China 

4
 The Wall Street Journal 
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and emphasis should be placed by giving more importance to the under-developed 

provinces.  Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, Baluchistan and FATA shall be given their fair share in the 

allocation and investment under CPEC. As mentioned in the Introduction that China doesn’t 

have this one option of CPEC (Which is more feasible) to connect West China with Eurasia 

but has other networks of SREB, MSR and Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic 

Corridor (BCIM). Planning Commission should avoid those steps, like giving unfair share to 

one particular Province, will give birth to controversies and hurdles in CPEC.  

Details of agreements and MOUS signed during the visit of 

president of china on 20th April 20155 

Detail 

 
1. Joint Statement between the People’s Republic of China and the Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan on establishing the all-weather strategic cooperative partnership. 

2. Minutes of the 4th JCC of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. 

3. Economic and Technical Cooperation Agreement between the Government of the 

People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

4. Exchange of Notes of feasibility study of the Demonstration Project of the DTMB 

between the Government of the People’s Republic of China and the Government of 

the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

5. Exchange of notes on provision of Anti-Narcotics Equipment between the 

Government of the People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan. 

6. Exchange of notes on provision of Law Enforcement Equipment between the 

Government of the People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan. 

7. Exchange of Notes on Feasibility Study of Gwadar Hospital between the Government 

of the People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan. 

8. MOU on provision of Chinese Governmental concessional Loan for second phase 

up-gradation of Karakorum Highway (Havelian to Thakot) between Ministry of 

Commerce of the People’s Republic of China and Ministry of Finance and Economic 

Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 
                                                

5http://www.dawn.com/news/1177129 
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9. MOU on provision of Chinese Governmental concessional Loan for Karachi-Lahore 

Motorway (Multan to Sukkur) between Ministry of Commerce of the People’s 

Republic of China and Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs of the Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan. 

10. MOU on provision of Chinese Governmental concessional Loan for Gwadar port East 

Bay Expressway Project between Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of 

China and Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs of the Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan. 

11. MOU on provision of Chinese Governmental concessional Loan for Gwadar 

International Airport between Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of 

China and Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs of the Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan. 

12. Protocol on Banking Services to Agreement on Trade in Services between the 

Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the Government of the People’s 

Republic of China. 

13. MOU on provision of Material for Tackling Climate Change between National 

Development and Reform Commission of the People’s Republic of China and 

Ministry of Finance (EAD) of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

14. Framework Agreement on Cooperation on Major Communications Infrastructure 

Project between the Government of the People’s Republic of China and the 

Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

15. MOU on Cooperation between NDRC of the People’s Republic of China and 

ministerof Planning Development and Reform of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

16. MOU on Pro Bono Projects in the Port of Gwadar Region between Ministry for 

Planning, Development and Reform of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the 

International Department of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China. 

17. MOU on establishment of China-Pakistan Joint Cotton Bio-Tech Laboratory between 

the Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China and the 

Ministry of Science and Technology of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

18. Framework Agreement between the National Railway Administration, Government of 

the People’s Republic of China and the Ministry of Railways, Government of the 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan on Joint Feasibility Study for up-gradation of ML1 and 

establishment of Havelain Dry port of Pakistan Railways. 

19. Protocol on the Establishment of China-Pakistan Joint Marine Research Center 

between State Oceanic Administration of the People’s Republic of China and the 

Ministry of Science and Technology of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 
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20. MOU on cooperation between the State Administration of Press, Publication, Radio, 

Films and Television of China and Ministry of Information, Broadcasting and National 

Heritage of Pakistan. 

21. Triple Party Agreement between China Central Television and PTV and Pakistan 

Television Foundation on the re-broadcasting of CCTV-NEWS/CCTV -9 

Documentary in Pakistan. 

22. Protocol on establishment of Sister Cities Relationship between Chengdu city 

Sichuan Province of PRC and Lahore City. 

23. Protocol on establishment of Sister Cities Relationship between Zhuhai 

City,Guangdong province of the People’s Republic of China and Gwadar city, 

Baluchistan of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

24. Protocol on establishment of Sister Cities Relationship between 

KaramayCity,Xianjian, Uegur autonomous region of the People’s Republic of China 

and Gwadar city, Baluchistan of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

25. Framework Agreement between NEA and  MOPNR on Gwadar-Nawabshah LNG 

Terminal and Pipeline Project. 

26. Commercial Contract on Lahore Orange Line Metro Train Project. 

27. Agreement on financing for Lahore Orange line Metro Train project. 

28. MOU on financing for KKH up-gradation Phase-2 (Havelian to 

Thakot),KLM,GwadarEast Bay Expressway, Gwadar International Airport Projects. 

29. Financing Agreement relating to the 870 MW Hydro-Electric 

SukiKinariHydropowerProject between EXIM Bank of China, Industrial and 

Commercial Bank of China Limited and SK Hydro (Private) Limited. 

30. Financing Cooperation Agreement between the EXIM Bank of China and Port 

QasimElectric Power Company (Private) Limited (on Port Qasim 2x660MW Coal-

fired Power Plant). 

31. Framework Facility Agreement for 720MW Karot Hydropower Project between China 

Development Bank Corporation, EXIM Bank of China and Karot Power Company 

(Private) Limited. 

32. Term Sheet of the facility for Zonergy 9x100 MW solar project in Punjab between 

China Development Bank Corporation, EXIM Bank of China and Zonergy Company 

limited. 

33. Drawdown Agreement on Jhimpir wind Power project between UEP Wind power 

(Private) Limited as Borrower and China Development Bank Corporation as lender. 
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34. Terms and Conditions in favor of Sindh Engro Coal Mining Company for Thar Block II 

3.8Mt/a mining Project, Sindh province, Pakistan Arranged by China Development 

Bank Corporation. 

35. Terms and Conditions in favor of EngroPowergen Thar (Private) Limited, Sindh 

province, Pakistan for Thar Block II 2x330MW Coal Fired Power Project Arranged by 

China Development Bank Corporation. 

36. Framework Agreement of Financing Cooperation in Implementing the China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor between China Development Corporation and HBL. 

37. MOU with respect to Cooperation between WAPDA and CTG. 

38. MOU among PPIB, CTG, and Silk Road Fund on Development of Private Hydro 

Power Projects. 

39. Facility operating Agreement for Dawood Wind Power project between ICBC and 

PCC of China and HDPPL. 

40. Framework Agreement for Promoting Chinese Investments and industrial Parks 

Developments in Pakistan between ICBC and HBL on financial services corporation. 

41. The financing term sheet agreement for Thar Block –I between ICBC, SSRL. 

42. Energy Strategic Cooperation Framework Agreement between Punjab Province of 

Pakistan and China Huaneng Group. 

43. Framework Agreement on the China Pakistan Economic Corridor Energy Project 

Cooperation between Ministry of Water & Power and China Export & Credit 

Insurance Corporation (SINOSURE). 

44. Cooperation Agreement between Sino-Sindh Resources (Pvt.) Ltd and Shanghai 

Electric Group for Thar Coalfield Block I Coal-Power integrated Project in Pakistan. 

45. Cooperation Agreement forMatiyari-Lahore and Matyari (Port Qasim)-Faisalabad 

Transmission and Transformation Project between National Transmission 

Distribution Company (NTDC) and National Grid of China. 

46. IA on Port Qasim Coal fired Power Plant between Power China and GOP. 

47. Facility Agreement for the Sahiwal Coal-fired Power Plant Project between industrial 

and Commercial Bank of China Limited, Huaneng Shandong Electricity limited and 

Shandong Ruyi Group. 

48. Cooperation Power Company. 

49. Facilitation Agreement on Salt Range Coal-fired Power Project between CMEC and 

Punjab Government. 

50. MOU between NUML Pakistan and Xinjiang Normal University, Urumqi China for 

Cooperation on Higher Education. 
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51. Agreement on collaboration on establishment of NUML International Center of 

education (NICE) between NUML Pakistan and Xinjiang Normal University, Urumqi, 

China. 

 

Brief description;All the MOUS are worth reading. It’s natural that Gwadar port 

is the ultimate destination of the project. Hence twin/sister city status with Gwadar is not 

only justified, it’s in turn mandatory. The surprising thing is MOU No22 in which Chenge 

city and Lahore has been made sister cities. What’s the equality of Lahore with Gwadar. 

Here Quetta being the Capital of Baluchistan, deserved this status .MOU no 42 is 

astonishing too .The MOU between Government of Punjab and China HuangengGroup, Is 

Gawadar located in Punjab? Here Baluchistan deserved this status. From here one can 

have a relook at all the MOUS; one can understand that Nawaz Sharif acted like Prime 

Minister of Punjab rather than Pakistan. Why the Chinese agreed to it? Is an argument, 

frequentlydiscussed? The answer is simple and straight, that Chinese will do what the 

state of Pakistan recommends. The Chinese   floated the Maps of Corridor. No one else 

could do it, because they were the ones who knew it. These Maps became the source of 

the discussion/debate which is on till date .That is all what a friendly country could do. 

Components of the Corridor 

FromKashghartillHavailian all the six Components ( 1-Motorway ,2-Fiber-optic cable 3-Oil & 

gas pipelines 4- trade zones 5- Industrial zones 6- Fast railways ) are together. When it 

reaches to the border of Punjab, the planning commission starts the terminology of 

Alignments, East, West and Central. This is absolutely illogical .This terminology was not 

there in the era of Asif Ali Zardari. The corridor with its components will go together. How 

can one separate Fiber optic from its Motorway? The railway will be a bit away, but it will be 

its main supplementing and reinforcing line. The trade zones will be located on this route. It’s 

not possible to have a corridor on West and trade zones in the East. The principal equally 

applies to, oil & gas pipe lines and industrial perks. This is also not possible to have 6 

components on all the three routes, as China has offered one corridor not three. The terms 

Eastern route, Wester Route, Central route are all mentioned to miss lead the people. 

Motorway and uninterrupted supply of electricity as the Pre-
requisite for the Corridor 
The special economic zones will be established in the corridor, where Chinese will locate 

factories, after the initial phase is completed. 



 

 
8

Extensive manufacturing collaboration between the two countries will include a wide range of 

products, from cheap toys, textiles, and electronics up to supersonic fighter planes. The idea 

of industrial corridor is that a sound industrial base is formed, served by competitive infra 

structure, which will attract investment, to build export oriented industry. 

Such industries have helped countries like, Indonesia, Japan, Hong Kong, Malaysia, South 

Korea, China and Vietnam. These countries rose from low cost manufacturing base to more 

advanced, high –end exports. Since Pakistan is hit with energy crisis, so it is mandatory to 

form uninterrupted electric supply through these energy power Projects, being constructed 

on CPEC funding through Bank of China. 

Competitive infrastructure and uninterrupted supply of electricity is the pre requisite 

for CEPEC. This is a very valid pre requisite. The western Route could have been the 

easiest to fulfill criterion. The subsequent topics will delineate through what a clandestine 

way, this genuine pre requisite was played with to divert the benefits of CPEC 

towards Punjab. 

 The Route of Corridor 

The Corridor starts from Xinxiang and ends at Gwadar. A number of routes were considered 

to connect these two points. One route was passing from GaramChashma –Dir-Malakand-

FATA-Gomalzam area-Kohesuleman,Zhob-Quetta –Gwadar. Another route was KKH-

Bisham-Mingora.Malakand-Peshawar-Karak-D.I.Khan-Drazinda-Zhob from there onwards as 

above. A third way was KKH-Haripur-Sawabi-Peshawarand from there onward as above. 

The establishment of Pakistan objected to all these routes.The Western route was finalized 

in the era of Asif Ali Zardari. Till then, there was no dispute, no other route of the corridor 

was ever mentioned. 

The Phases of the Corridor 

The CPEC projects are planned for, early harvest, Short term and long term; 

Early harvest                                     2017-18 

Short Term:    2020,  

Medium Term:    2025   

Long Term:    2030 

 

This early harvest phase will determine at which route the Corridor of CPEC will go, along 

with all other components of CPEC. 
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THE FIRST CONTROVERSY  

HOW THE CPEC WAS MADE CONTROVERSIAL 

In the elections of May 2013, PMLN came into power. The Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, and 

his younger Brother Shahbaz Sharif, the Chief Minister of Punjab visited the Government of 

China many times. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif visited China in July, 2013. The discussion 

on the CPEC started in the same year with the Chinese official at different levels but in these 

meetings, visits and MOUs the Chief Ministers of the other provinces have continuously 

been ignored and were not taken into confidence. The controversy emerged when The 

Federal minister For Planning and Development, Mr. Ahsan Iqbal announced that Dera 

Ghazi Khan - Rathodero is the Route of CPEC. He later on rephrased his statement and 

said that for Early Harvest (EH) The Motorway from Lahore will be completed till Karachi, 

and from Karachi the Coastal Highway will be the route, which will be connected to Gawadar 

Port. He never mentioned anything about the Natural Western Route. After such statements 

by a the minister, Maps of the Natural Route started surfacing on social and electronic media 

to which Mr. Ahsan Iqbal’s response was negative and continues denial of the claims. The 

map shown in Figure 1 was the topic of discussion everywhere. .  

 

Law makers and civil society from Khyber Pukhtunkhwa and Baluchistan Provinces rejected 

the Eastern route and demanded for the Western route, which is around 500km shorter and 

passing through the backward areas of the deprived provinces which can be seen from the 

Figure 1. The Prime Minister (PM) gave a deaf ear to all these objections. The Mutual visits 

were taking place between  Punjab and Chinese official regarding finalizing different MOUs, 

for divergent infrastructure and energy projects.Other provinces were deliberately kept away, 

from all the developments, proceedings, meetings, technical exchanges, and MOUs. 

Numbers of Chinese companies were showing interest in the proposals presented to them 

by the officials from Punjab only. Various MOUs in regard to Thermal, Wind, Solar Power 

were signed. It was astonishing to note that the Chief Minister (CM) of Punjab signed MOU 

about thermal Power stations of GADANI, Located in Baluchistan. The controversy had 

started to brew as no one knew that the MOUs which are signed between CM Punjab and 

Chinese companies have any link/ correlation with the Economic Corridor. 

 

Representative of Federal Government Mr. Ahsan Iqbal later on rejected any claims 

regarding changing the main Western route for CPEC. He used to taunt and ask which 

document shows the Western route as a main CPEC route. He said on number of occasions 
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that those who are opposing the Corridor are in fact the Agents of RAW. The factual position 

is that no one was opposing the Corridor. The controversy is on the Route of Corridor, not on 

the CPEC Project itself. He presented lame excuse on number of occasions that we have 

not changed anything; we did what the Chinese friends and counterpart wanted us to do. 

That amounted indirectly to dragging an all time friend, China to the Centre of controversy. 

 

Arguments in favor of the Western Route as main CPEC route 

 

Figure 1: Comparison between the Western and Eastern Routs for CPEC 

 This Route is minimally 500KM shorterthen the conventionally approved one. It is 

nearest to Central Asia 

 The area is Mineral rich.  

 It passes through the most backward and thoroughly discriminated areas of Khyber-

Pukhtunkhwa, Punjab, Baluchistan, and FATA 
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 It is all season friendly, free of Fog, and safe from floods 

 It is strategically very safe, away from artillery range of India 

Arguments in favors of Eastern route 

The PMLN Government conveyed to the Chinese that the western Route is dangerous 

because of terrorism. They argued that the Easter Route can be completed in lesser time. 

The Rationale for Western Rout as the natural route of CPEC  

Construction of the eastern Route will take longer time and consume more resources, as 

compared to the Western Route. The cost benefit analysis shows that Western Route should 

be priority number one. For example, the difference of distance if measured in terms of 

numbers of vehicles going through the Corridor, their oil consumption, wear &tear ,wastage 

of time, multiplied by minimum 50 years (the expected life of the Project), multiply by 365 

days a year, Will reimburse the total cost in just few years. 

The second Argument quoted by the advocates of Eastern Route is lack of peace, 

maintenance of law and order, and Terrorism on the Western Route. As such if this 

argument is accepted and analyzed, we witness terrorist incidents throughout the Pakistan 

with equal frequency. As for law and order is concerned,it ranks high on the crime scale and 

intolerance in central Pakistan (where Punjab, Sindh and Baluchistan meets). That’s the 

main reason that   9 battalions of Army and 6 battalions of civilian forces will be recruited for 

the safety of the Corridor. More over if any country wants to eliminate terrorism in a 

particular area, it needs to provide economic incentives, and apply rule of law equally. 

Chinese are doing the same to eliminate terrorism in Xinjiang. Economic development is the 

solution to the problem. Why shall one refuse to treat cause rather than the symptoms of the 

problem? Instead of eliminating terrorism through PCECP, why shall one drag away the 

corridor from that particular area? Why here we don’t want to copy our time tasted friend 

China? China is giving corridor to its Western part to remove their deprivation and to 

eliminate terrorism.Why our Prime minister and establishment of planning commission are 

not interested to treat the disease.Whyare they refusing treatment?  In addition if the Eastern 

Route is peaceful and law and order situation is stable, then why do we need Special 

Security Division SSD? 

Strategic location is another advantage of Western Route. Eastern Route is within the target 

range of India. In comparison Western route is strategically the safest one. 
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Proximity to Central Asian republics is an added advantage of Western route, which over 

weighs all other arguments. Because of this, the Corridor is supposed to trade 25 % of the 

business of the World. This is how; 3 billion of the people will be benefitted from the Corridor. 

Because of this factor, it was presumed to be a cluster/agglomeration Corridor. China being 

a super power knows that the Caspian oil and gas of Central Asian Republics i.e. CARs is 

bound to come on this way. TAPI & IPI are other examples to make it a cluster Corridor. 

Seasonal advantage can be gauged by the fact that in December/January; hardly one can 

drive on Motorway due to fog and poor visibility. The Motorway between Lahore andKarachi 

will be affected by floods. Indus basin is the area of floods. The eastern rout will be prone to 

floods in summer and fog in winters, when the traffic will remain suspended.  Obviously this 

will be converted into loss of money and trade. So by all possible measures the Western 

Route is the natural route more economical and feasible. 

Tapping of the Mineral resources on this route will make the whole Pakistan a prosperous 

country. As a result of this the long lasting deprivation of the people on this Route will be 

automatically addressed. This is exactly why China has planned it for their deprived Western 

region. Rectification of deprivation of human kind and addressing human unrest are 

something which cannot be measured in Dollars. However, if addressed, it will strengthen 

the Federation. Strength of a country leads to stability and prosperity of the people. This 

cannot be measured in terms of coins. 

The cost of a route is determined by three variables, the number of people displaced, how 

much cultivated area will get affected, and how many bridges will be needed. All these 

factors also go in favor of the Western route.ref Bengali. 

After this rationale anyone who is sincere to the country and the people without any bias of 

race, cast, creed and religion will surely opt for the western route. Elections, constituency 

politics or provincialism must not be the factors to sabotage or divert such a fortune changer 

project from one area to another one. This is the parameter of sincerity for anyone to a 

country. Who is more sincere, the one who is dragging the corridor to a particular province 

having all the disadvantages mentioned above or the one who is thinking in terms of overall 

prosperity of the country and opting for the natural route? Keeping in view the conventional 

relationship of Pakistan with India, Which Route suits the country, the one which is just in the 

target range of the enemy   or the one which is for away and strategically very safe? 
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National Consensus in the APC of 28th May 2015 

Regarding the unfair share of Provincial Investment and raising voices from all the provinces 

except Punjab, had shaken the government of PMLN. It is pertinent to mention that 

Geographically,Gilgat-Biltistan,Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Baluchistan are the concerned 

areas. None of these areas’ elected governments were ever consulted. All these were crying 

and requesting Punjab to get their due rights. Gilgat-Biltistan being the first on the route is 

still not consulted. So On 28th May Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif called APC to solve the 

issue for the route of CEPEC. Debate on the issue continued for hours. Finally The Prime 

Minister announced the National consensus that the Western route would be the Route of 

the Corridor. It will be completed first. He mentioned the cities and towns coming on the way 

of Western Route.Theannouncement was shown on all the electronic Media of the country 

as breaking news. Everybody congratulated each other. Some tried to get the credit for it. In 

this APC three things were proved beyond doubt 

. 1-Those who were advocating the WESTERN Route were not THE AGENTS OF RAW. 

Obviously how can a Prime Minister and the WHOLE PARLIAMENT Bow to the agents of 

RAW.  

2-The Map of WESTWRN ROUTEE WAS AKNOWLEDGED AND APPROVED. So it was 

very much there. 

 3-It was the parliament of Pakistan not China who resolved the issue. Hence it’s proved that 

the hindrances in Western route were not created by Beijing, these were created by planning 

commission in Islamabad. 

Section B:            CONTROVERSY AGAIN 

THE WAY THE MAPS OF CORRIDOR AND THE BUDGET ALLOCATION 
SHATTERED THE NATIONAL CONSENSUS  

 

All the political leaders from all the provinces were claiming victory and were praising the 

Federal Government for taking the right decision by declaring Western Route as main CPEC 

route and the remaining provinces will be linked through linking roads. Just Four days after 

that so called milestone consensus, the meeting of National Economic Council (NEC) 

chaired by no one other than The Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif himselfdid exactly what 

Ahsan Iqbal was saying before 28thMay.The subsequent budget fulfilled what was left in the 

meeting of NEC. Few days after the meeting of NEC the government announced budget for 
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Pakistan where some budget allocation was for the CPEC. The Budget announcement 

depicted that the government did not take the APC serious and allocated money for the land 

purchase on Western rout and the remaining amount was allocated for the eastern rout and 

its connection with KKH and Gawadarport.This is a complete contradiction to what have 

been decided in the APC dated May28th;2015.It means that we are back to square one. 

The subsequent detail proves that it is no more China Pakistan Economic Corridor but the 

fact is that it is CHINA PUNJAB ECONOMIC CORRIDOR. Since we believe on solid proof 

and undeniable reference to prove that this is for Punjab, hence we will quote only budget 

and references of planning commission of Pakistan. 

1. The map of the route of corridor-------there is no Western route(ref: 

figure 2 of planning commission of Pakistan) 

Figure 2Shows that there are three routes i.e.  Route 1, 2, 3. The fact is that for Corridor 

point of view there are just two routes. The green colored is the Route of Eastern 

Motorway,(M2,Lahore Karachi). This will be completed and get functional by 2017-18. The 

purple colored is the central route; it is also amotorway(M8) named central route or Dera 

Ghazi Khan –Ratho-dero route. It will be functional by 2021-22. The third one shown as 

route no 1 in blue color is supposed to be the Western Route. The map proves that it is a 

simple single lane road of old highway,fromGwadar till Basima it is N85, from here till Quetta 

it is N25.From Quetta till Dera Ismail Khan it is N50. The Map shows it will join the central 

route at Darya khan. The fact is that this connection is already there through same old 

national highway called N55. (Figure2 source Government of Pakistan) 

The Map proves beyond any doubt that there is no Western route of the Corridor .The 

Eastern route (Green color) is the Route of CPEC. The Central purple colored line, part of it 

shown in dotted line is said to be the long term Route of CPEC, subsequent section will 

prove that this is also not the fact. The Western Route is neither a motorway nor a dual 

carriage way. It’s a simple and single old road, N45, which is already connected to the 

central Route. The connection of this route passing from Quetta-QilaSaifulah-Zhob-

Drazinda-D.I.KHAN is via Darya Khan, while the central route will be completed by year 

2021.There is no Route passing through Burhan,Fatehjang, Daud Khel Mianwali, D.I.Khan, 

Zhob,Quetta,Gawadar (figure 1) as was announced by Nawaz Sharif on  May 28th. From the 

above discussion this can be concluded that the APC of May 28th was merely an eye wash 

and was to gain support from across the political spectrum of political parties over the 

Eastern route of CPEC. Similarly the issue was quickly buried by the national electronic 

media. 
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The situation of the route is further confirmed by the Map shown in the files of Planning 

Commission of Pakistan, tilteled Monographic study on transport planning 2014-2030(figure 

3) . This figure confirms that the corridor will be reversed Y shaped belt consisting of 6 major 

connections points i.eKashghar,Islamabad,Lahore,Sukkur,Karachi and Gawadar.Hence it is 

proved that there is no Western route. The central route is infect the short limb of Reversed  

Y.The Eastern route is the Corridor.  

 

Figure – 2   Source Government of Pakistan and the News Papers 

in Which It Was Advertised 

  

Source planning commission of Pakistan  
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Figure-3:- The actual CPEC ----- Source Planning Commission. 
Monographic Study  
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2. The Budget of 2015-16 & the allocation of money from the 

first tranche 

 

No Specific project and location Amount in Rs 

1 New Gawadar international air port Baluchistan 7 Billion 

2 East Express Bay Baluchistan 4.7 Billion 

3 Multan- Sukhar Motorway Sindh (Punjab share 60%) 76 Billion 

4 Sukhar- Hyderabad Motorway Sindh 12.4 Billion 

5 Lahore Abdul Hakim Motorway  Punjab 10.6 Billion 

6 LNG based thermal Power Plant at Haveli Bahadur Shah Punjab 62.5 Billion 

7 LNG based Power Plant at Baloki Punjab 62.5 Billion 

8 
Rai Kot – Havelian - Islamabad Motorway (more than 20% 

allocation in Punjab) 
74.5 Billion 

9 KKH , thakot –Havelian Road Khyber Pukhtunkhwa 28.5 Billion 

10 Total 338.7 Billion 

 

From the above mentioned table it becomes evident that the CPEC project will solely benefit 

Punjab province and the allocations made in other provinces will also support the industrial 

base of Punjab through KKH and Gawadar 

 

In the meeting of National Economic council, held on 2ndJune  171 billion Rs were allocated 

for the Motorways/Routes of the corridor. It was announced that Western Route will get 

Rs:8.2Billion, while The Eastern route will get Rs: 95 Billion.Subsequently the total amount 
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was raised to 185 Billion. In the same manner Budgets were enhanced later for Havailian- 

Islamabad motorway to connect it to Punjab as early as possible. 

In a budget statement finance minister on the floor of assembly stated that four phases of 

the western rout have already been completed whereas the fifth phase is of general nature 

and it will cost 60 billion out of which 10 billion in the current budget has been earmarked for 

the acquisition of land between Mianwali and Islamabad for a single lane road. The mention 

of this allocation is impossible to find in any CPEC project documents. Even if this statement 

of the finance minister is taken to be true, Islamabad has never been the part of western 

route of CPEC.    

Figure 4-Budget Allocation of CPEC (2015-16) 

 

Figure 4 Ten main projects out of nineteen projects allocated for the CPEC6 

 

 

 

                                                
6
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2015/05/26/national/mammoth-rs-359-4b-budget-allotted-for-19-cpec-projects/ 
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The following table which has been made from the figures taken the slides presented during 

the APC of 28th May 2015 (Table, 1-A,1-B, 2-A, 2-B) 

No Province 
Allocation in $ 

(millions) 

Allocation in 

Rs.(Billions) 

1 
Punjab (excluding orange line 

train and LNG nodes 
1465 1465 

2 Lahore Orange line 1.6 160 

3 
 

LNG 
 2657 

4 

Multan, Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, 

and Faisalabad and Karachi  

Metro system 

__ ___8 

5 Baluchistan (excluding Gadani) 360 36 

6 
Khyber Pukhtunkhwa (SukiKinari 

Hydro Power project) 
1802 180 

7 FATA 0 000 

8 Sindh 3384 338.4 

9 Gilgit Baltistan 1420 142 

 

Three Thermal Power Station of Multan, Lahore and Faisal Abad will be made 

functional.This will in turn bring 500 MW of furnace oil Electricity to Punjab. The 

reason/purpose mentioned is to win Local Bodies Elections in Punjab. 

 

                                                
7  Additional Rs 30 Billion  were allocated from the federal budget which was unspent from the PSDP 14-15 

8
 No allocations made public  



 

 
20

It can safely concluded from the above mentioned table that the whole share of Khyber 

Pukhtunkhwa in the proposed CPEC is less than 1 %, whereby FATA has totally been  

ignored. No investments are planned for areas between Zhob and Quetta.  

3-The Components of Corridor-----Changed in favor of Punjab 
The government of China has promised one Corridor. This Corridor is one of the latest in the 

world. This Corridor had six components.  

1. Six oreightlane Motorway 

2. Fiber Optic cable 

3. Oil &Gas pipelines 

4. Trade zones, with habitats 

5. Industrial Perks   

6. FAST Railway line 

ADDITION OF  MORE PROJECTS OF CPEC------only for Punjab 

7. Special Security Division: It was announced that due to security concerns a 

Special Security Division (SSD) consisting of 9 battalions of army and six battalions 

of civilian force will be raised to protect Chinese working on this Project. 250 million $ 

has been sanctioned for it. The budget of the Force will be 60 million $ per year.The 

latest update is that the private firms/companies investing  in the power generations 

will give 150,000 US$ per year to the government of Pakistan. These investors  will 

get this amount  From NEPRA through tariff of electricity from the consumers. 

8. Transmission Lines: Just in the current budget this came to the lime light that 3000 

million $ is the budget for updating the transmission system of Electricity from Lahore 

to Faisalabad. The electric supply system of Pakistan is old and out dated. There are 

around 20 % line losses of electricity because of this outdated system. More over this 

system could not cope with a load above 18000 MW in 2012. This capacity is now 

reduced to 16000 MW which means that a load of 16001 MW, will trip the whole 

electric supply system of the country. The project of updating of this system in Punjab 

will be able to tolerate 20 to 30000 MW. In CEPEC 17000MW Electricity will be 

produced. After the latest transmission lines, Punjab will not face any load shading by 

year 2017.The rest of the Provinces will have to suffer. Now the argument for 

continued load shading in other provinces and FATA will be that your transmission 

lines are out dated. The federation cannot help but to continue with load shading .It is 

pertinent to mention that 2018 is election year in Pakistan. The constitution of the 

federal country of Pakistan is structured so that a party, who wins Punjab alone, 
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willrule the other three provinces and FATA. In other worlds win hearts and minds in 

Punjab and rule the whole country.     

9. LNG: Punjab is energy depleted province of Pakistan. The rest of the provinces are 

rapidly depleting,its own resource of Natural Gas Figure no 7 Import of LNG seemsto 

be the only viable alternative, to meet future requirement.UnderCPEC, LNG nodes 

have deliberately been limited to Punjab by ignoring the energy requirement of the 

rest of Pakistan. 

10. Projects of Electricity: All the MOUs signed by the Chief Minister of Punjab and 

various Chinese companies are also part of the CPEC. reference, MOUs and Table 

1a,1b,2a,2b  

11. Metro Bus and Underground Railways. So for all these projects have been 

planned for major cities of Punjab, with exception of Karachi.Such actions will 

alienate Interior Sindh, KhyberPukhtunkhwa, Baluchistan, and FATA. 

 

Figure 5: Location of the Chinese Investment on the CPEC9  

                                                
9 Government of Pakistan – The Economist 
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4) Choosing the costly projects in comparison to low cost electricity 
generation projects of the lesser God 
The source of this data in this section is absolutely from the planning and development 

commission of Pakistan. These slides were presented to Chinese.The vision was presented 

as the total potential of Electricity in Pakistan. It was further categorized into two as Priority 

projects and actively promoted Projects .The total hydro power potential was not shown, for 

reasons. The slides were of three categories as, shown below; 

A. Out of the total potential of the Hydropower projects in Pakistan, less than 10% 

potential was depicted. Figure 5 

B. The priority projects Were defined as the ones on which Pakistan has already 

started work or plan to start it soon. This means that they must continue before 

initiating another project. The second priority is those projects which are need of the 

hour and has the potential to start work on priority basis. These projects were named 

“Have to Projects”. 

C. The actively promoted projects. Figure 2 a& b 

These were defined as the ones on which everything is ready. They are thoroughly 

worked out and are intended to start immediately. Here we have to do formula is applied.  

 The whole confusion was deliberately in the categorization of electric power potential. The 

category B and C includes all those projects which are located on the Eastern Route. Hydro 

power potential falls neither in category B nor C, and that’s the main reason for why it was 

ignored. The figure shows just less than 10 % of the Hydro potential of Pukhtunkhwa 

province. Those projects are also shown in which Chinese or other countries helped like, 

Gomel Zam dam, Tarbela 4th generation extension, which were are either complete or near 

completion.  Munda Dame and many other easily harvested projects of Hydro power in Dir, 

Swat, and Kohistan are not shown.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Power and Energy Projects details

The “must do” or first prioritypro

slides is the planning and development commission of Pakistan

 

Table 1-a:  Priority projects mean, MUST DO.

 

: Power and Energy Projects details 

 

priorityprojects to be considered for CPEC.The source of all

slides is the planning and development commission of Pakistan. 

a:  Priority projects mean, MUST DO. 
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The source of all these 

 



 

Table 1 b: Priority projects mean “MUST DO

Table 2.shows actively promoted Project means, either whose feasibility is completed or 

soon developmental work will start on it. 

Table 2-a: Actively promoted Project means

 

ble 1 b: Priority projects mean “MUST DO” 

Table 2.shows actively promoted Project means, either whose feasibility is completed or 

will start on it.  

a: Actively promoted Project means 
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Table 2.shows actively promoted Project means, either whose feasibility is completed or 

 



 

 

Table 2-b actively promoted Project means     HAVE TO DO

It’s pertinent to mention that only three Hydro power 

SukiKinari Hydro power project Mansehra, Pukhtunkhwa, Kohala Hydel project AJK, and 

Karot Hydropower project Gilgit

proximity to the route of Corridor which was in the minds o

Pakistan side. All other Hydro power projects 

route were not considered, Example, Dasu HPP, Munda dam and other Hydropower projects 

of Pukhtunkhwa, has the potential capacity of 40,00

source of energy generation comparatively to the other alternative energy sources like 

Furnace oil, Diesel, LNG, Coal, 

projects are located on Eastern Route. A majo

utilized on the Power generation Projects which mounts to 

Power generation and transmission for Punjab together are 89 % 

When we add 265 billion of LNG of Punjab t

total budget of CPEC.Motorway/

3rd and LNG is on the 4th priority for the same Easter 

Punjab or for Punjab. The budget of Metro is yet to be calculated.

Information gathered from the source of planning and development commission of

and the Economist, all prove one and the same thing. This means that by year 2017 

electricity of 17045 MW will be added though the above mentioned projects of CEPC. This 

 

promoted Project means     HAVE TO DO 

It’s pertinent to mention that only three Hydro power stations got a place in CEPEC. 

SukiKinari Hydro power project Mansehra, Pukhtunkhwa, Kohala Hydel project AJK, and 

Karot Hydropower project Gilgit.The commonality of these three hydropower p

route of Corridor which was in the minds of the planners of 

All other Hydro power projects that had equation but were away from Eastern 

route were not considered, Example, Dasu HPP, Munda dam and other Hydropower projects 

of Pukhtunkhwa, has the potential capacity of 40,000 MW. Hydropower is a cheap and clean 

source of energy generation comparatively to the other alternative energy sources like 

Coal, Thermal, wind and Solar.  Figure 4 

located on Eastern Route. A major chunk of allocated budget 82

utilized on the Power generation Projects which mounts to around US

Power generation and transmission for Punjab together are 89 % of total

When we add 265 billion of LNG of Punjab then the total energy projects are 94.8

.Motorway/Railways are on second priority, transmission line

priority for the same Easter route. All of these projects are either In 

The budget of Metro is yet to be calculated. 

Information gathered from the source of planning and development commission of

, all prove one and the same thing. This means that by year 2017 

electricity of 17045 MW will be added though the above mentioned projects of CEPC. This 
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budget 82% will be 

around US$ 38 Billion. This 

of total budget of CPEC. 

hen the total energy projects are 94.89 % of the 

transmission linesare on 

All of these projects are either In 

Information gathered from the source of planning and development commission of Pakistan, 

, all prove one and the same thing. This means that by year 2017 

electricity of 17045 MW will be added though the above mentioned projects of CEPC. This 
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will cost 33793 Billion Rupees. Transmission lines of electricity will be updated in Punjab 

only, costing 300 Billion Rupees from the budget of CPEC. How these 300 billion became 

part of CPEC which is where the suspicion arises. 

5) Added Twin Projects of LNG in Punjab 

The following is a brief summary highlighting the main differences of these fuels.  Much more 

comprehensive details of the fuel properties and compositions are available from other web 

sources and online databases. 

Compressed Natural Gas or CNG is stored on the vehicle in high-pressure tanks - 20 to 25 

MPa (200 to 250 bars or 3,000 to 3,600 psi).  Natural gas is lighter than air and thus will 

normally dissipate in the case of a leak, giving it a significant safety advantage over gasoline 

or liquefied Petroleum Gas, i.e. LPG. 

Liquefied Natural Gas or LNG is natural gas stored as a super-cooled (cryogenic) 

liquid.  The temperature required to condense natural gas depends on its precise 

composition, but it is typically between -120 and -170°C (-184 and –274°F).  The advantage 

of LNG is that it offers an energy density comparable to petrol and diesel fuels, extending 

range and reducing refueling frequency. 

The disadvantage, however, is the high cost of cryogenic storage on vehicles and the major 

infrastructure requirement of LNG dispensing stations, production plants and transportation 

facilities.  LNG has begun to find its place in heavy-duty applications in places like the US, 

Japan, the UK and some countries in Europe. Its considered the fuel of future for the 

developing countries.    

The LNG in current project of CPEC is only limited to Punjab. Special LNG pipeline will be 

connected from Gawadar to Nawab Shah. Then two pipelines will run through from just short 

of   Islamabad towards Sukkur, till the border of Punjab. 

The Power plants will be in Haveli Bahadarshah and Balloki. Each line will cost 62.5 billion in 

the current budget of 2015-16. The distance between the two pipe lines is 125 kilometer 

only. The Total budget of LNG is 265 billion rupees. 

 Punjab is a Gas starved province. Through CEPEC Punjab will get self-sufficient and will 

have LNG in excess to its daily requirements. It’s pertinent to mention that the rest of the 

three provinces and FATA will repay the actual amount and commutative interest of this loan 

extended to Pakistan through CPEC. 
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Figure 7: Location of the LNG Projects in Punjab Total cost Rs.265 Billion10 

 

Figure 8: Corridor of opportunities11
 

                                                
10http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2015/05/26/national/mammoth-rs-359-4b-budget-allotted-for-19-cpec-
projects/ 

11
source planning and developing commission of Pakistan,2

nd
 April 2015 



 

6) Lahore Orange Line Train Service (CPEC) US $1.6 Billion

Mr. Ahsan Iqbal stated in the National Assembly of Pakistan 

CEPC. The MOU’s No 26 and 27 proves that 

the same; even then The Minister is still adamant on issuing misstatements and denying the 

realities on the ground. 

7) Metro transport system 

This Map Figure 8of planning commission of Pakistan depicts that Metro Bus and 

Underground Metro are also part of CPEC. The cities which will get this facility are clearly 

mentioned. Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Lahore, Multan, Faisalabad 

blessed with this facility through CPEC. The budget of Metro system is not calculated yet. 

The metro of Rawalpindi is also part of CPEC. What is its cost and how it will be placed in 

the CPEC is not known, however what’s clearly known

Iqbal and secretive planning and denials after denials whenever the minister is confronted 

with facts and figures.  

8)-Provincial Nodes (The re

Baluchistan) 

 

) Lahore Orange Line Train Service (CPEC) US $1.6 Billion

Mr. Ahsan Iqbal stated in the National Assembly of Pakistan that this project is not the part of 

CEPC. The MOU’s No 26 and 27 proves that it’s funded though CPEC. The figure 8 proves 

even then The Minister is still adamant on issuing misstatements and denying the 

transport system in Punjab from  CPEC. 

planning commission of Pakistan depicts that Metro Bus and 

Underground Metro are also part of CPEC. The cities which will get this facility are clearly 

mentioned. Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, Lahore, Multan, Faisalabad and K

hrough CPEC. The budget of Metro system is not calculated yet. 

The metro of Rawalpindi is also part of CPEC. What is its cost and how it will be placed in 

, however what’s clearly known are the misstatements of Mr Ahsan 

Iqbal and secretive planning and denials after denials whenever the minister is confronted 

Provincial Nodes (The reality about Pukhtunkhwa, FATA and 
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Figure 9: Official map & Landscape of Nodes of the CPEC 

According to planning commission of Pakistan, Nodes of the CPEC are the central points of 

the Economic Corridor. As per the CPEC theme and logic, these are the centers to 

collaborate/coordinate all the activities of the economic corridor in the areas which fall in its 

geographical jurisdiction. The nodes will also be interlinked. From the already mentioned 

analysis maps and conclusion.It can be confidently predicted that these nodes especially 

Quetta and Peshawar are no more than spot on map and lack everything needed for a point 

to be called a node.    

Figure 9 explains that all the nodes are on Eastern route which is not the main CPEC route. 

Quetta is absolutely out of the loop. There is no Motorway and Fast Railway linkage to 

Quetta. No power plant is going to be constructed and installed in the coming 20 years either 

in Quetta or Peshawar. Munda Dam hydro power project could have made Peshawar as an 

active CPEC node. Similarly Thermal power station around Quetta could have made it an 

active CPEC Node. Both Quetta and Peshawar, though depicted as nodes, but these are not 

active nodes as the main CPEC projects are concentrated only in Punjab. Few trade zones 

might get sanctioned either to bribe someone or to keep the people calm. It will be of no 

significance. Please note that there is no major trade activity inGilgit-Baltistan,FATA, and 

Baluchistan excluding Gwadar, interior Sindh and Khyber Pukhtunkhwa plus its Districts 

ofHazara. 

9)-Where will Trade Zones be established in the Economic 

Corridor? 

No load shedding, latest high tension transmission lines, Motorways are the requirements of 

Trade zones of CPEC. The first budget of Corridor proves that all these facilities will only be 

available in Punjab and part of Sindh. There is nothing in this budget for Khyber 

Pukhtunkhwa, FATA, Gilgit-Baltistan, and Baluchistan. So they cannot benefit from the mega 

project.When you have a 6 lane motorway running through the length and breadth of the 

province withun interrupted electricity andLNGavailable at your door step, the foreign 

investors will naturally be inclined to invest in your province, while the other provinces will 

suffer on the plea of the lack of facilities.Though this plea of lack of facility is not natural and 

is based on malafide planning as discussed before. The planning commission is intentionally 

directing others to go this way. 



 

10) -Nature of Industrial Parks and their location 

Planning commission has failed to make public any document pertaining to the nature and 

location of industrial parks to be established under CPEC, their connection to the energy 

sources and communication channels which further creates doubts about the inte

the federation and the planning commission

11) -Fast Railway and Fiber Optic Cable.

The details of these two projects are not made public yet. The planning commission needs to 

come clean on these two components and clarify their position to the 

12- Gwadar ,,Who are the

proofof  

 About the routes 

Figure 10: Gawadar Port and It’s Destinations

The Figure above Figure 10 is self

Iqbal to APC. On the extreme left and right of the figure 14 are the communication of the 

Gwadar with Iran and India respectively which is not feasible at this 

 

Nature of Industrial Parks and their location  

Planning commission has failed to make public any document pertaining to the nature and 

location of industrial parks to be established under CPEC, their connection to the energy 

sources and communication channels which further creates doubts about the inte

planning commission. 

Fast Railway and Fiber Optic Cable. 

The details of these two projects are not made public yet. The planning commission needs to 

come clean on these two components and clarify their position to the people of Pakistan.

,,Who are the Real Beneficiaries,----------

Port and It’s Destinations 

is self-explanatory map. This was part of presentation of Ahsan 

bal to APC. On the extreme left and right of the figure 14 are the communication of the 

with Iran and India respectively which is not feasible at this point. There
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Planning commission has failed to make public any document pertaining to the nature and 

location of industrial parks to be established under CPEC, their connection to the energy 

sources and communication channels which further creates doubts about the intentions of 

The details of these two projects are not made public yet. The planning commission needs to 

people of Pakistan. 

---------- The ultimate 

 

explanatory map. This was part of presentation of Ahsan 

bal to APC. On the extreme left and right of the figure 14 are the communication of the 

point. There is a straight 
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line towards Bahrain,Hurmoz. This is the Place from where China will import oil. Among the 

rest of 10 lines, five lines go through Punjab. One of it goes to Xinxiang. One line goes to 

Tajikistan. Another to Turkmenistan, Two of these passes through Afghanistan. Khyber 

Pukhtunkhwa, FATA, Baluchistan are shown as deserted areas without any town city etc. It’s 

not mentioned in any plan, when and how the Port will get linked to Afghanistan. It is yet to 

be decided either Pakistan will like to have linkage with Afghanistan or not. So these lines 

are practically of no significance in near future.  One thing is very obvious that there is no 

line from Gwadar going through Quetta, QilaSaifullah,Zhob,D.I. Khan, Mianwali, 

Burhan,Shahrahe Karakorum KKH, KhunjarabandKashghar.In net shell this figure of 

Government of Pakistan proves that, FATA, Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, all the Pashtun belt of 

Baluchistan have no linkage with Gwadar.It is proved again that there is nothing like 

Western Route of Corridor. The Turbat, Awaran, Khuzdar of Baluchistan will be connected 

through M8 with Dera Ghazi Khan Rathodero, The rest of Baluchistan have no linkage with 

Gwadar in CPEC , means in coming 15 years at least. The diagram and all the 

aforementioned points prove that CPECs ultimate beneficiary is Punjab and Punjab only. 

CONCLUSION 

The Maps of the routes of Corridor and the first budget after the recently held APC on the 

CPEC proves beyond any doubt that there is no route,namedWESTETNROUTE. There will 

be no Motorway, dual Carriage way on this route. The single road from Quetta,-Qila-

Saifullah-Zhob- D.I.KHAN –Darya khan is the old route for routine communication with the 

central route which will be functional by 2022.On the other hand both the routes of Corridor 

passing through Punjab are Motorways. Mr Ahsan Iqbal wants that the people of 

FATA,KhyberPukhtuinkhwa and Baluchistan should consider the old single road as Corridor. 

All the Energy projects are on Eastern route. To provide uninterrupted supply of electricity , 

high cost electricitypower projects will be completed in Punjab. The old and outdated 

transmission lines and system will be updated only in Punjab.Motorway and un interrupted 

supply of electricity are a must for the Corridor.  Both will be available on Eastern/Lahori 

route. Hence it is clear that the Federal government is adamant, not to allow the corridor to 

pass through its natural route.   

All the major cities of Punjab will have Metro system. The Nodes on Eastern route are the 

active nodes. The node of Peshawar and Quetta are just on papers. To bribe provincial 

political elites the federal government may announce one or two trade zones in these two 

provinces. The benefit to the people of these provinces will not be significant. Punjab and 



 

 
32

Pakistan will make a new record among the developing countries that have fuel, LNG 

Terminal and LNG Power Plants. 

The other components of the Economic Corridor like Oil and gas pipelines, Fiber optic cable, 

Railway, though not mentioned yet, but realizing the unfair share of investment on CPEC 

Route, will also have to go through the EASTERN ROUTE. 

On 28thMay, either Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif made fool of the political leaders of the 

otherprovinces or he himself was betrayed by planning and developing commission of 

Pakistan through Ahsan Iqbal. 

The gigantic multibillion $ Eastern Corridor will score less on the cost benefit ratio for 

Pakistan and China as compared to the western route. The total number of beneficiaries will 

shrink from 3 billion to just 5 crore. It will not be a Cluster Corridor as China wished, so it will 

not catch 25 % business of the world as compared to the Western route. Even then it will 

pay its worth to China in few years, just because it still offers 14000 km shorter distance for 

its imports and exports as compare to the Strait of Malacca.After the completion of the 

CPEC on its Eastern route, Pakistan will not remain the same as it was before 2015. No one 

will agree to call it China Pakistan Economic Corridor. It is a project of Punjab only. The 

areas which come on its way from Kashghar, are GilgatBiltistan ,KhyberPukhtunkhwa,FATA 

,Baluchistan and the ultimate destination Gwadar..The two Provinces are crying for their 

rights. No one is listening or caring. How will they accept such a biased developmental 

project which goes through them but is not for them?No one is bothered to ask the people of 

GilgatBiltistan. Number of issues will surface .The uncertainty/mistrust among the provinces 

will prevail. The distribution of resources and development projects (46 billion $) shall decide 

the future course of the federation of Pakistan. If the resources is not properly shared among 

the provinces to eliminate poverty, deprivation, extremism and to harness opportunities 

equally for all the federating units and its people then they will be right to term this so called 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor as “CHINA PUNJAB ECONOMIC & POWER 

CORRIDOR” which would bring worst challenges and experiences much bitter than the “One 

Unit System (1956-1970)” which marginalized Bengalis resulting into the creation of 

Bangladesh. It is pertinent to mention that the sense of deprivation of Pashtuns , Baloch and 

Seraiki provinces since “one unit system” has not been addressed. The unequal 

development is still a bone of contention. This project if goes the way it is being planned will 

further aggravate this sense many fold 

TheannexureofGwadar,GB ,Hazaraand Gwadar in this project is because of their location 

not because of any love affair with the people of these areas. 
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In regard to the current terrorism it is evident beyond doubt that Pashtun belt is the main 

victim. The world theme about corridors proves that by not giving corridor on the Western 

route directly means that the terrorism in this area should remain there. 

The Fate of Baloch will be worst then Pashtuns. Either they have to fight or due to massive 

migrations &settlements in Gwadar,they will become a minority like ‘RED INDIANS’ in their 

own Baluchistan, 

Punjab being a land lock Province will get direct access to all the three Ports, Karachi, Port 

Qasim and Gwadar of Pakistan. If the SINDH CARD is played or the MQM legacy continues 

the Punjab will still have direct access to Gwadar 

The emerging Interprovincial tensions and The Class Question  

The above detail regarding the projects, routes and description are directly extracted from 

the source of Government of Pakistan and The Ministry of planning and development. The 

facts and figures from the different mentioned sources prove beyond doubt that the whole 

project has been hijacked by Punjabi Elites sitting in the Federation. East Pakistan was 1300 

Kilometer away so it took them time to retaliate. Here in what’s left of the original Pakistan 

(West Pakistan) ortoday’s Pakistan, the Areas, Provinces, and its people are bordering each 

other. The unequal development isalready the   bone of contention since 1956. 

This Multi Mega project will develop Punjab in just five years. All the industrialists of Punjab 

and Urdu speaking elite’nexusis involved in these Projects. Mansha,Kohinoor groups along 

with other business partners will be the owners/runners of these projects. After 5 years all 

the Main cities of Punjab will be having Motorways, Fast Railways, Metro, Latest export 

quality industries, No load shedding, Prosperous life, high per capita income. In five years 

Punjab and urban part of Sindh will match Singapore, Malaysian and Hong Kong. 

. 

   Interior Sindh, Baluchistan, Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, FATA and Gilgit-Baltistan (GB)   will 

witness no development, prosperity, economic growth and peace. These people will have to 

take the brunt of all the internal and external traumas. They will have to meet their livelihood 

only through hard physical labor i.e. Drivers, ‘Chowkidar’ and Gun Man. For these menial  

jobs they will have to compete with GB, and interior Sindh. Majority will remain unemployed. 

The life of over whelming majority people from these areas will be below poverty line. In 

regard to current terrorism it can be confidently said on the basis of world theme about 

corridors that by not giving corridor on Western route directly means that Terrorism should 

remain there  
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The division of class will be very sharp in Punjab too. Rich of these areas will get world class 

richest, while the poor will get further poor. The price of electricity from such a costly 

resource will be very high, about 200% more than today. 

GilgatBiltistan must not be taken lightly. 6 or 8 lane motorway, fast railway passing through 

that area will have tremendous effect on the climate. These people are not consulted in any 

forum by the Government of Pakistan. Nothing is being offered to them in these Rs4600 

billion .When tunnels are made in those mountains and greenery effected, how will they 

react? 

Provincial and National questions will rise sharply and in short period of time. It will lead to 

acute crisis. Class question will play a role of fuel in this acute crisis. In such a situation will 

this mega project sustain itself against the political and economic deprivation of Baluch and 

Pashtun population in general and the poor in particular?   

This nightmare scenario can come true if justice is not done, the consequences might be 

more dangerous than the unitary system.  

How the future events will unfold, one cannot predict, however certain lessons from the 

history of human kind are worth mentioning. It’s very difficult to win the heart of one human 

being. It’s very easy to lose the hearts of millions and billions of people in no time. The Army 

of Pakistan and The Force formed for corridor are very mighty and powerful institutes. There 

is no doubt in that. The history proves beyond doubt, that you can suppress, terrorize, kill 

and conquer regions, countries and various people. But one cannot win a single human 

through force.  

Section C: Compulsion for another Public Movement to change 

China Punjab Economic Corridor, TO   China Pakistan Economic 

Corridor 

Since the national consensus of 28th May confirms to be a shame consensus, the fiscal 

budget and more than 13 facts mentioned above proves beyond any doubt that the current 

CPEC means China Punjab Economic Corridor. From the above discussion it can be 

concluded that CPEC is a total sum of Motorways, Railway Tracks, LNG terminals and 

pipelines, Fiber optic cable, Electricity generation, Transmission lines, Gas pipelines, Trade 

zones, Industries, andMetroetc. It’s a complete economic, power, industrial, and 

communication package. This is also clear that CPEC is directly related to load shedding of 

electricity. Having so much facilities under one project, all diverted to one province. Is it 
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possible for other under-developed province to be silent when ignored to such an extent in 

such mega project and only a single province i.e. Punjab is the sole beneficiary of 

CPEC.This corridor is fortune changer only for one province.Thisis not the project of a whole 

country.This is also clear that Pakistan as a whole will pay the loans and its cumulative 

interest. Why should other federating units pay for such high amount of loans and interests 

while getting zero benefit from the same project? 

PukhtunkhwaUlasiTehrik is compelled to further argue the case of the western route for 

CPEC. We want to make it China Pakistan Economic Corridor. The issue of electricity, its 

transmissionsystem, load shading, communication system, employment and peace will be 

the integral parts of the movement as they are part of CPEC. China Punjab Corridor will lose 

all the benefits and will create serious crisis between the Federating units and the poor and 

the rich. This National and Class question together can give more disastrous results than the 

One Unit system of 1956-70. We want it must be avoided at all costs. 

It is pertinent to mention the history of this country is witness that all those heroes who talked 

sense and asked for justice were dubbed as traitors. Letter on it got proved that the ones in 

power who were labeling others as traitors were the real enemies of the country.  

We are not ready to buy the argument any more that the greatest interest of Punjab is the 

greatest interest of Pakistan. Nor are we ready to accept any more that the greatest interest 

of Pakistan demands that the rest of the Federating units should be sacrificing for the greater 

interest of Punjab. 

We intend to mobilize the masses to get justice from within the Federation. We have had 

minor victory earlier through recognition of our stance with regard to the western route being 

announced by the prime minister in the APC of 28th May to be built first. It was earlier denied 

by the minister of planning and development. These two acknowledgements are helpful for 

those of us who want nothing but justice. We demand the Prime Minster of Pakistan to 

adhere to his own words in APC of 28th May. We will not succumb to any pressure in this 

struggle, what mayface.PukhtunkhwaUlasiTehrik do promise that it will never state anything 

which is illogical or without proof. Pakhtunkhwa UlasiTehrikdoes not believe in rhetoric’s.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1) The Corridor is such a big issue that no one can play with other through the 

jugglery of words. The main purpose of this factual report is to make it sure that 

the rights of the under developed provinces would not be compromised. The 

government should, if really interested in making CPEC practically on ground, 

take into confidence the people of all the provinces and apologize to them on 



 

 
36

taking U-turn from the consensus developed in the APC on May 28TH, 

2015.Western Route was declared as the Route of CORRIDOR, and it was 

announced that IT WILL BE COMPLETED FIRST. If one cannot trust the words 

of the Prime minister of a country then who else is left to be trusted upon? 

The Prime Minister must reverse the expenditure on Routes of Corridor. A line 

must be drawn on the land of the Western route which he mentioned in his 

announcement. No time should be wasted in this rectification. The budget from 

Eastern and central route must be immediately diverted to the Western Route. 

The energy Projects like Munda dame, hydropower on river Swat & Dir etc on the 

Western Route should be announced. Thermal Power stations must be made in 

Baluchistan.Zhob, QilaSaifullah,Quetta and Khuzdaras these are the best sites 

and most deserving areas for these Projects. Till the Completion of these 

Projects the electricity of Tarbela Dam should be diverted to the corridor. 

2) Mr. Ahsan Iqbal must be removed as a Minister since he has lost the confidence 

of the people of small provinces benefiting only the Punjab province. 

3) Planning commission is not the proper authority to deal with such huge Mega 

projects. Neither they have the expertise nor are they representing the Federation 

in true sense. They never managed a project above 200 billion Rupees, how can 

us handover a project of 15000 billion Rupees to an institution which lacks 

capacity and credibility among the masses of Pakistan.  

4) An independent, fully powered implementing commission for CPEC should be 

established. It should run all the affairs of the CPEC, Energy and Infrastructure 

Projects. The political and thetechnocrats’ representatives in the commission 

must have equal representation of the four provinces. The technical; help must 

be taken from China, because of their expertise. The number of technical 

members from China must be equal to that of Pakistanis. The Chinese must 

decide the technical issues of the project. The commission must be answerable 

to a parliamentary committee having equal representation of the four Provinces. 

The parliamentarians must have some standards and credibility. People like 

Raza Rabani, FarhatullahBabar,AsadUmar,Hasham Khan Babar, Shah 

MehmudQureshi,MianIftekhar,MianJaferShah,Hashim Babar, Usman kakarand 

similarly well reputed people from other parties and provinces should be the 

members of the committee and members from civil society 

An intensive exercise is required for the review of the above mentioned all issues 

and fair distribution of the investment through merit and mutual consensus where 

the above mentioned representation of all provinces at every level is ensured. 
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5) Whatever have been discussed, planned and finalized with the Chinese 

Government, the GOP should bring every such agreement into the parliament for 

debate through the above mentioned Parliamentary Committee. Transparency at 

all levels must be maintained. No bias with any human should be the main 

principle. The involvement of the multi billionaire’s business man of Pakistan 

likeDawood,Nishat, Mansha,Koh-e-Noor etc.Must be checked and 

rechecked..The fortune changing project must not be used formoney making and 

favors or disfavor.  

6) Respective Provincial/ Fata Chambers of commerce must be engaged in the 

planning and execution of economic zones. 

7) The Working Groups and Parliamentary committee, where equal representation 

from all provinces is mandatory, should make sure all the information must be 

communicated with the members and periodic updates should be given to the 

concerned authorities for the implementation and execution 

8) We do not accept any division of the Economic corridor as it is only one route and 

its route is Western as agreed on the May 28, 2015 APC. It can be later on linked 

to the rest of the country. All the energy projects, trade zones, Industrial Parks 

must be on this Route. We demand that the first linkage from the corridor should 

be given to Kohistan, Swat, Dir,Chitral and FATA. If resources allow work on  all 

the linkages can be carried out in parallel .We will never like injustice with Punjab. 

9) If the government exercises delays in meeting our   demands then 

PukhtunkhwaUlasiTehrik will launch a movement till justice is achieved. We are 

very much in favor of fortune changer project of China Pakistan Economic 

Corridor. However at the same timewe do say BIG NO TO CHINA PUNJAB 

CORRIDOR. We will not allow it to happen that biased way. We will not pay the 

loans to government of China, if it continues like this. 

10) If the Federal Government does not address our genuine concerns based on the 

above scientific proofs then we will demand the Provincial Governments of 

Khyber Pukhtunkhwa and Baluchistan to lift section 4 of land acquisition act till 

the Corridor with all its components is not constructed on the NATURAL 

WESTERN ROUTE OF CORRIDOR. 

11) The China PunjabEcomic corridor will disturb the energy mix of the country 

towards the most costly resource of electricity. Khyber Pukhtunkhwa will be the 

worst sufferer. On one hand its cheapest Hydropower resource is ignored. On the 

other hand they will pay the price for the costly electricity and will be pushed to 

the worst type of load shading. We demand that Pukhtunkhwa must be given the 
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right of owner and govern ship over electricity and other resources.  WAPDA 

house must be in Peshawar and we do not accept load shading for a second any 

more. We will utilize our electricity ifsurplus; we will sell it out to federation on 

market rates.The Federation must pay our long standing dues of electricity 

mounting more than 500 billion Rupees. 

12) We demand a Motorway and fast Railway between Quetta and Peshawar. We 

will challenge the Federation for not constructing Asian standard Highway 

between Quetta-Peshawar and Peshawar –Landikotal as signed with Secretary 

General of UN in 2005 under UN-ESCAPE PROGRAME 

13) We demand that all the funds of CPEC for energy should be diverted to 

hydropower of Khyber Pukhtunkhwa and thermal and solar power houses in 

Baluchistan. 

14) The LNG pipelines should be in Baluchistan and the NODES should be 

Peshawar,Swat,Dir,Chitral,FATA,D.I.Khan,Zhob,Quetta, and the provincial 

headquarters of the other provinces.  

15) Fiber Optic Cables and Fast Railway the integral projects of CPEC are not shown 

yet. We want it to be on the Western route; will not accept any double game 

anymore. 

. 

16) Environmental Impact assessment12  shall be carried out in collaboration with 

provincial governments through an independent firm and its recommendations 

accepted before the finalization and execution of any plans/component under the 

CPEC.The people of GilgatBiltistan may be the worst sufferers . The people of 

this remote areas must be involved in decision making policies of CPEC 

17) Corridor will eliminate terrorism from our region. Refusing corridor means that 

they want terrorism to stay .We will request all the people of FATA and Khyber 

Pukhtunkhwa not to be used as escape goats any more on the fancy names of 

justice, development, accountability and the greater interest of Pakistan. The 67 

years history of the Country proves that greater interest of Punjab has always 

been presented to us as the greater interest of Pakistan. We should not be 

befooled any more. 

 

                                                
12

 Pakistan Environmental Protection act Act No. XXXIV OF 1997 An Act to provide for the protection, 
conservation, rehabilitation and improvement of the environment, for the prevention and control of pollution, and 
promotion of sustainable development 

Khyber Pukhtunkhwa Environmental Protection Act 2014  
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YES TO --------------------CHINA PAKISTAN ECONOMIC CORRIDOR 

 

NO TO----------------CHINA PUNJAB ECONOMIC CORRIDOR 
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